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data begin
to roll in
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Preliminary census informa-
tion released Wednesday in-
dicates that Riverside County's
hometess popalation dropped
slightly nver the past two years,

An anadysis of the feformsa-
tion b the county's Depart-
meni of Public Soctal Services
has nol been completed, said
Susan Loew, the department’s
assistant divector of adminis-
fration. The analysis is to be
finished by summer, Loew said.

“Are we seeing changes of
demographics? Are we seeing a
shitt of homeless from commu-
ity to corununity? Those are
the kinds of questions we can'i
answer yel,” she said.

The deparlment found there
10w are 4,508 homeless people,
compared with 4,785 in 2005. On
Jan, 24, 200 volunteers conduet-
ed the federally mandated cen- |
SUS.

San Bernardine County con-
ducted its homeless survey
Feb. 27 Details won't be avail-
able until June, said Rowena
Concepcion of the nonprofit
Community Action Paptnership
of San Bernardino County. The
county’s last census, condueted
in 2002, eounted as many as
8,351 homeless people.

Se¢ HOMELESS 83 |

ERTILER FiDs B

The (LS. Department of Flows-
ing and Urban Development
teguires loval governmenls ev-
ery Iwo years o determine the
wunher of men, women and
children living on sidewaiks,
and in’ears, abaudoned build-
ings and emergency shelters.

The information collected
from the census helps foeal
governments justify requests
for services and botter tallor
programs for the homeless,
Loew said

“The informalion shows
there stifl i o neved for more
housing in the comnly.” she
said.

Last year, the Department of
Public Social Services received
more thaw 36 million frony HUD
to fund housing projects. [t
probably will submit another
request as soon as next month,
Loew said.

Meanwhile, the Fair Housing
Councit of Riverside County has
hetped at teast 100 pepple find
housing, Excculive Director
Rose Mayes said.

The council provides grants
for tenunts who need help pay-
ing rent and deposits, she said,
Seme participants have re-
cetved as muoch as $3,000,

“Many times, they have heen
refused housing because of past
probhlems,” Maves said. “We
work divectly with the landiord.
The money goes straight o the
landlord.”

chasses (o learn how to manage
money better. So s, two people
e failed to complete the
program, which is funded by a
HUD grant. Muves said,

“They are the ones whe are
not truly sincere uhout finding a
place to live," she suid.

Mayes said she talked to
Riverside County Supervisor
Bob Buster about the need for
more money {o help county
regidents.

Busier could not be reachoed
Wednosday,

Wandicur “Wesdie™ Rucker-
Hugles, homeless liaison for
the Riverside Unified School
District, said records show that
the number of hameless stu-
dents has dropped to 929 from
almost 1,13¢. Bul she dosubts the
acemracy of the numbers be-
cause some students don'l re-
port they are homeless, she
said.

“It's sHll a problem,” Rucker-
Hughes said. “What the nunber
says to me is some people are
getting indo housing. There's
stitl a lot of movement.”

She said some homeless peo-
ple tend to move away, refurn
andl leave again.

“l had a student like thuf
(Wednesday),” Rueler-Hughes
safcl, “He left in Mageh of 2008,
He came back in February, And
| found cut he's gone again. He
and his momma are oui i the
strect some place.”

Reach Lara Hines at 951-368-8444 ar at
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